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DECLARATION OF JOHN T. CURRAN

1. I am the Chief Technical Officer for GTE Internetworking, formerly BBN. BBN

was an early leader in the development of the Internet and the provision of Internet services.

Currently, GTE Internetworking provides a host of Internet-related services and operates a

national Internet backbone network. I have been closely involved in the development of the

Internet since its commercialization and am personally familiar with both the technical and

commercial aspects of the backbone business. I make this Declaration in support of GTE's

response to various comments and petitions filed in connection with the proposed merger ofMCI

and WorldCom.

2. At its core, the operation of the Internet depends upon the interchange of traffic

among numerous interconnected national backbone networks. This traffic interchange occurs on

the basis of bilateral interconnection arrangements between pairs of backbones. The top national

backbones interchange traffic with each other primarily at private interconnection points, and

smaller backbones interchange traffic with each other and with larger backbones at public

facilities known as Network Access Points, or "NAPs." The most utilized NAPs on the Internet



today are the "MAE" facilities, primarily MAE-East and MAE-West, which are owned and

operated by MFS, which has been acquired by WorldCom.

3. Internet backbone operators compete with each other to provide backbone service

to Internet service providers, Web sites, large businesses and other end users. At the same time,

the backbones are also dependent upon each other for interconnection. The need to maintain

adequate interconnection is particularly acute since the volume of traffic carried over the Internet

is currently doubling every six months, which means that the capacity of most interconnection

facilities between backbones also must double every six months.

4. None ofthe leading backbones at the present time could successfully operate

without sufficient capacity access to all of the other leading national backbone networks. No

single backbone network today is so much larger than the others in terms of traffic carried or

destinations reached that it could refuse to support continual improvements in interconnection

with the other top national backbones without jeopardizing its own business. Backbone

operators today, therefore, have a strong incentive to cooperate with each other to maintain high

capacity interconnection.

S. At the present time, the Internet is entering a critically important period in which

the various backbone operators are starting to negotiate pricing and other terms and conditions

for interconnection. These terms and conditions will likely establish the governing structure for

the Internet industry for years into the future. It is particularly important in this process that no

single backbone operator have dominant bargaining power and the ability to impose its own

preferred, non-competitive terms and conditions for interconnection.

6. The proposed merger ofMCI and WorldCom would combine the two largest



national backbone operators on the Internet. This merger would result in a single backbone that

would dwarf any other in terms of destinations reached and traffic carried. The other backbone

networks would be far more dependent upon the MCI-WorldCom backbone than it would be on

them. Such a dominant backbone would likely no longer have the same incentive to maintain

high-capacity interconnection with its competing backbones. It could delay the upgrade of

interconnections between it and other backbones and could even affect the quality of

interconnections between unrelated backbones at its MAE facilities. It would also likely have

the bargaining power to impose its own preferred terms for interconnection.

7. The change in incentives and bargaining power likely to result from this merger

would produce a serious disruption to the operation of the Internet. Such a disruption would

have lasting effects because of the fact that the future terms for competition on the Internet are

just now being determined through bargaining among all participants in the market.
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I declare under penalty ofperjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best ofmy

knowledge"

JOHN T. CURRAN
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CERTIFICATE OF SERYICE

I hereby certify that on this 29th day of January, 1998, I caused copies of the foregoing

Declaration of John T. Curran to be delivered by first class U.S. mail to the following:
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Washington, D.C. 20554
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Jean L. Kiddoo
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3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Catherine R. Sloan
Robert S. Koppel
WORLDCOM, INC.
1120 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Chief, Network Services Division
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M St., N.W., Room 235
Washington, D.C. 20554
(2 copies)

International Reference Room
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M St., N.W., Room 102
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Wireless Reference Room
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M St., N.W., Room 5608
Washington, D.C. 20554
(2 copies)

John Nakahata
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Chairman William F. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

Regina Keeney
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., 8th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Paul Misener
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jane Mago
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Helgi Walker
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554



James Casserly
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rick Chessen
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard Metzger
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Karen Gulick
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Paul Gallant
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Susan Fox
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ari Fitzgerald
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554



Peter E. Tenhula
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Kyle D. Dixon
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

James L. Casserly
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

John Muleta
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard Welch
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Larry Strickling
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 650L
Washington, D.C. 20554

Christopher Wright
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 614
Washington, D.C. 20554

Daniel Phythyon
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room
Washington, D.C. 20554



Ruth Milkman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Diane Cornell
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., 8th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

David Solomon
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 614
Washington, D. C. 20554

Paula Michele Ellison
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.'N., Room 614
Washington, D.C. 20554

Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gregory Cooke
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 210R
Washington, D.C. 20554

Carol Mattey
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 544
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rebecca Dorch
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 658
Washington, D.C. 20554

International Transcription Service, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036



William B. Barfield
Jonathan Banks
BellSouth Corporation
Sutie 1800
1155 Peachtree St., N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309

Andrew Jay Schwartzman
Media Access Project
Suite 400
1707 L St., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Alan Y. Naftalin
Koteen & Naftalin, L.L.P.
1150 Connecticut Ave., NW
Sutie 1000
Washington, DC 20036
Attorneys for Telstra Corp.

Ramsey L. Woodworth
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane, Ctrd.
1666 K St., NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006
Attorneys for Simply Internet, Inc.

Thomas A Hart, Jr.
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1250 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036
Attorneys for TMB Communications, Inc.
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RainbowIPUSH Coalition
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Communications Workers of America
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Washington, DC 20001

Matthew R. Lee
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1919 Washington Ave.
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John J. Sweeney
American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Organizations
815 16th St., NW
Washington, DC 20006

John Thorne
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8th Floor
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